TITLE: METHOD FOR ON-LINE PARTS ORDERING 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

5 The present invention is related to on-line ordering of component parts, and in 

particular to the on-line ordering of component parts for guns from a supplier. 

Gun owners have always had difficulties in replacing parts in their guns. Guns are 
often complex mechanical devices with a great number of small and specialized parts. 
Although there are some basic similarities between guns of all makes and all models, many 

10 of these small and specialized parts are unique to a particular gun, make or model, making 
them difficult to identify by name or function. In addition, none of these parts have part 
numbers on them, so identification of a part is by memory, by review of factory books 
which are often out of date, or by contacting someone who might know. Thus, gun owners 
have always had difficulties in obtaining replacement parts. 

15 Even experienced gunsmiths also have encountered difficulties in the ordering of 

parts. A gunsmith may have a gun part that needs replacing, but still cannot identify the 
part because a part number is not placed on the part. Thus, a gunsmith would still need to 
answer the question of "What is this part in my hand?" To do so, a gunsmith would 
typically place a call to a mail order gun supplier. If the gun supplier is closed, the 

20 gunsmith might not call back or might not order. The gunsmith who needs to get the job 
done would likely find an answer to their question no matter what. 

It is further noted that customers, particularly retail customers have difficulties 
going directly to a gun factory to obtain replacement parts. Gun factories typically do not 
want to deal directly with retail customers. Therefore, the response time, payment policies, 

25 and shipping policies for gun factories are not generally conducive to serving the retail 

customer, and typically discourage contacts directly with retail customers. What is needed 
is a convenient method for ordering of gun parts. 

Therefore, it is a primary object, feature, or advantage of the present invention to 
provide a method for on-line ordering of parts. 

30 Another object, feature or advantage of the present invention is to provide a 

convenient and intuitive method that allows customers to identify and order gun parts. 
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Yet another object, feature and advantage of the present invention is to provide a 
method for customers to order gun parts without knowing proper part names or model 
numbers. 

A still further object, feature and advantage of the present invention is to provide a 
5 method that allows for ordering of restricted gun parts to authorized customers. 

It is a further object, feature, or advantage of the present invention to provide a 
potential customer with the ability to order parts on-line 24 hours a day. 

These and/or other objects, features, or advantages of the present invention become 
apparent from the specification and claims that follow. 

10 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides for a method of selling replacement parts for 
products over a computer network. Using the methodology of the present invention a 
customer can conveniently identify and order replacement parts for a product such as a gun 

15 or other firearm product. In one embodiment, the method includes a step of providing a 
plurality of product manufacturer selection options for customers to select from and then 
receiving a manufacturer selection from one of the product manufacturers. The next step is 
providing a plurality of part selections for the customer to select from and then receiving a 
product selection of one of the products. The method provides a schematic illustrating a 

20 plurality of component parts of the product with associated reference identifiers and 
receiving a selection of at least one of the component parts. The method also includes 
providing a description of component parts selected, including at least one name for the 
component part and at least one part number for the component part. 

The present invention also includes a method of ordering parts for a gun. 

25 According to the method, a customer visits a web site associated with a gun supplier. The 
customer also identifies a physical gun part to be placed. The physical gun part is not 
labeled with an identifying part number, but has a known manufacturer and a known model 
number. The customer selects the known manufacturer and the known model number from 
the web site. The customer then receives from the web site a schematic of the gun. The 

30 customer compares the physical gun part to be replaced to the schematic of the gun in order 
to match the physical gun part with a gun part illustrated within the schematic. The 
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customer then selects a link on the schematic to receive an associated description of the 
selected gun part. The customer can then select a link to initiate an ordering process to 
order a replacement gun part matching the physical gun part. 

5 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 is an overview of the methodology according to one embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Figure 2 is one embodiment of a screen display for selecting a manufacturer. 
Figure 3 is one embodiment of a screen display for selecting a product from a 
10 manufacturer. 

Figure 4 is one embodiment of a screen display showing a schematic according to 
the present invention. 

Figure 5 is one embodiment of a screen display of the present invention showing 
information about particular parts. 
15 Figure 6 is one embodiment of a screen display of the present invention showing 

that certain parts are factory restricted or not available. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

The present invention is now described in a preferred embodiment. The present 
20 invention is not limited to the specific embodiment described herein. Instead, the invention 
should only be limited by the full scope of the invention as claimed and any equivalents 
thereto. 

In Figure 1, an overview of one embodiment of the methodology of the present 
invention is shown. In step 110, a list of manufacturers of different products is provided so 

25 that a customer or other user can select one of the manufacturers in step 110 associated 
with a particular component or gun part. In step 112, a screen display providing selection 
options for a customer to select a product or model associated with the manufacturer or 
make is displayed. Once the product is selected in step 1 12, then in step 1 14, the schematic 
for the product is displayed. The schematic includes a plurality of component parts. The 

30 component parts can be identified with a reference identifier such as a reference number. 
The customer can select these reference numbers. Once one of the reference numbers is 
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selected, then in step 116 information concerning that part is provided. Information can 
include the reference number, one or more part numbers, including the factory part number 
and previous factory part numbers, a stock number, and a product name or product 
description. A quantity of product to order for each product and a buy button can also be 
5 present. The present invention also contemplates that the reference identifiers are in 

numeric or alpha numeric order. In a preferred embodiment, the names of the components 
are alphabetized and then referenced identifiers are assigned. The present invention also 
contemplates that in step 116 there is an indication that the part is a factory restricted part 
which is not available to order by all persons. For example, the part may only be orderable 

10 by a police officer or certain government officials. 

Figure 2 illustrates a screen display 120 for selecting a manufacturer. The present 
invention contemplates that in addition to providing a plurality of manufacturer selections, 
a web page such as screen display 120 includes an area 122 that allows a customer to 
search products. An area 124 allows member customers to login by entering a login ID 126 

15 and a password 128. The login feature of the present invention can be used to authorize 
ordering of restricted parts or verifying that the restricted parts can be order. In addition, 
there is an area 130 that allows a customer to join an email list by entering their email 
address. 

A plurality of manufacturer 132 are displayed. The names and/or logos for each of 
20 the manufacturers can be displayed with a link to product-related web pages for each 
specific manufacturer. The present invention contemplates links of various kinds, 
including hypertext links, image maps, links implemented through scripting and other 
implementations . 

Figure 3 illustrates a screen display 40. In the screen display 40, a plurality of 
25 product selections are shown. Products shown are various guns. There are multiple 

product categories including an auto loading pistol category 142, a rifle category 144, and a 
shotgun category 146. Within each category there are various product selections. The 
product selections can be selected through hypertext links, scripts, or other 
implementations. For example, under the auto loading pistol category 142 there are a 
30 plurality of auto loading pistol products 148. Similarly, under the rifle category 144, there 
are a plurality 150 of rifle products. 
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Figure 4 illustrates a web page 60. The web page 60 includes a schematic 164 for a 
previously selected product. The schematic includes a plurality of parts which are 
identified with a reference identifier such as a reference numeral. The schematic can be 
printed by selecting the print button 162. Thus, a user can print the schematic 164 if need 
5 be to help identify parts and the parts corresponding reference identifier. In a preferred 
embodiment the parts of the product are identified with reference numerals that are ordered 
by the alphabetical order of the corresponding part names. If schematics are obtained from 
manufacturers, the schematics will need to be scanned or otherwise put in a digital form 
and the schematic will be numbered or renumbered. Permission from the manufacturers 

10 should also be obtained. 

In Figure 5, a web page 180 is shown. The web page 180 lists information about 
various parts associated with a gun product. The description 181 can include the reference 
identifier 182, part number 184, a product name or description 186, a price associated with 
the component part 188, and a quantity of component parts 190 to be ordered. A buyer can 

15 change the quantity of a partial or part being ordered. The part number 184 preferably 
includes current factory part numbers as well as previous factory part numbers. This is 
advantageous as factories in the industry will renumber parts which can create great 
confusion as to what the proper part number for a particular component part is. In addition 
to these current and previous factory part numbers, a stock number can also be given that is 

20 used by the supplier, A buy button 192 is placed next to each component part so that a 

customer can quickly and easily order a particular part. In addition, a favorite button 194 is 
also conveniently placed so that a registered customer can associate a particular component 
part with a listing of favorites to provide easier accessibility. Also, there is a column 196 
for providing more information about a particular component part as may be needed in a 

25 particular instance. 

Figure 6 illustrates another screen display 200. The web page shown in 200 can be 
the same web page shown in Figure 5 but merely scrolled to the bottom of the web page. 
It should be noted that in Figures 5 and 6, the products are organized based on their 
reference identifiers. Their reference identifiers are also alphabetically ordered by the 

30 corresponding component part name. 
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As shown in Figure 6, for each component part product there is also a link typically 
entitled "FITS" that links to a web page illustrating the gun products that the component 
part can be used in. This link can be useful in a variety of circumstances and provide 
another convenient mechanism for buyers to find the parts they need. 
5 The present invention also provides for situations that occur when particular parts 

are not available to the general buying public. For example, area 202 lists component parts 
that are factory restricted and therefore typically not available. The present invention 
contemplates, however, that through proper security and authorization procedures, one who 
is qualified to buy factory restricted parts can do so. 

10 In addition, there is an area 204 for a listing of parts that are not available for 

reasons other than factory restriction. This can include the fact the parts may not be made, 
such as the factory never intended for such component parts to ever need to be replaced, 
there is a shortage of parts, or for other reasons. 

Thus, it should be apparent that the present in invention provides a method of 

15 selling replacement parts for a product over a computer network such as the internet. The 
method is effectuated by providing a plurality of product manufacture selection options for 
a customer to select from. Thus, a customer can select a product manufacturer. This 
manufacturer selection of the part manufacturer is received over the computer network. 
Upon receipt of the manufacturer selection, the present invention provides a plurality of 

20 product selections for the customer to select from. Then, the customer can select one of the 
products and once the product selection is received, can provide a schematic illustrating the 
component parts of the product. The component parts have associated reference identifiers, 
such as reference numerals to identify the part. 

The reference identifiers can be hypertext links, or preferably these links are 

25 implemented through image maps associated with the reference identifiers or the parts 
themselves so that the customer can select one or more of these component parts. The 
present invention contemplates various other means of implementation including scripting. 
Once a selection of these component parts is received over the network, the description of 
the component part is provided. This description can include the name of the component 

30 part, one or more part numbers of a component part, and other information. 
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The present invention thus provides a method for a customer or potential customer 
to order parts for a gun. The customer would need to merely identify the physical gun part 
to be replaced. The customer w^ould not have to know a particular part number which is 
important because the physical gun part would not include an identifying part number. The 
5 customer only has to know the manufacturer and the model of the gun. The customer then 
visits a web site associated with a gun supplier. Then, from this web site, the customer 
selects the known manufacturer from the web site and the known model number from the 
web site. The customer then receives from the web site a schematic of the gun. The 
customer then compares the physical gun part to be replaced to the parts shown in the 

10 schematic of the gun. The customer then selects a link on the schematic to receive an 
associated description of the selected gun or part. This information can be used by a 
customer to increase their knowledge and understanding of the gun parts and also as a 
verification that they have selected the gun part that they intended to select. Then, the 
customer selects a link to initiate an ordering process to order a replacement gun part that 

15 matches the associated description and matches the physical gun part. 

Therefore, methods for on-line ordering of gun parts have been disclosed. The 
present invention contemplates numerous variations in the web pages themselves, the type 
of reference identifiers used, the type of links (i.e., hypertext links, image maps, and other 
types of links) and other variations within the spirit and scope of the invention now 

20 claimed. 
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